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Subjeoti German Military Buildup. 

revise its plans for DrovidiS TJ2 5 ° Geroan Governmont nay 

£rm and on the **JSZ^££%%^« 2& 000 "" in ^ 
This schedule envisaged a thv«Z! V •?? ln tho 19g 5 Annual Review. 

raise 600,000 man. Other stlt^?!., v d0 ^ lt0 «™>"ment to 
to the Chandler and hi" 22SST^S "SiT*** * ttribUted 
» government policy in this r ^d haf ticen plac.^ *"'* " Ch,mE ° 

tho Ge.m.a/buiSduP 1 oTt^lVetf ^wa wrr P °°^ deli,reri8S fOT 
that the German Government nJS "' 5*Tf roo ™«y >»<»> informed 
dotard tho interim manpower taSotT to Z * '^"io- to revise 
of 96,000 bv the md rflalf j ! '? *° Womnrtely 80,000 instead 

of ^O.OOoVtYetl of ] 5St"*t£. 1 KT 1?S f °°?" d "».000 instead 
of accommodations. M bot, ° ""ributed to a shortage 

remain!? ^ion^Xnorlno JermaJ^ltT t^' *" 
of the order of magnitude envisaged bv 5^ „ ? 5*°* Cr9ato forco8 

the German Government cental inaint^n foJHf ^ 6 ° ftl8 - TOlile 
the buildup will be echievedrthe faSlSt SZlSZ*?** *™" 11 that 
the buildup is limited to only pit of the 12 ^itS* + f V* ° f 
they are not by reason of expendlfcu™ \ dxns ° n total m «ans that 

full buildup. expenditures, as yet committed in fact to the 

The recent spate cf newspaper speculation arising out of tho Strauss 
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appointment reveals the extent of the sentiment againBt achievement of 
the German force goals which exists in Germany. Not only is there little 
enthusiasm for creating a military force, but a definite hostilxty to 
the idea by some segments of public opinion. 

The factors militating against a full German buildup can be summa- 
rised as follows i (1) disillusionment over Germany's experience during 
the war; (2) lack of belief in an immediate Soviet threat, coupled with 
a fear that the creation of German forces and German membership in NATO 
constitute a bar to reunification; (3) questions as to whether the forces 
proiected for the German buildup, which are the same as those envisaged 
in 1951, are really necessary in the light of the development of new 
weapons; (4) concern that the cost of the projected forces will W*J 
the ability of the Federal Republic to carry out necessary social welfare 
programs; (5) difficulty of initiating a substantial draft during en 
election year. 

The Strauss appointment of itself does not provide an answer to the 
question. In general, we must expect as a result of the atmosphere of an 
election year and of the attitude of Strauss, a more national-minded 
approach to German defense planning. Strauss is less wedded to the idea 
of adherence to NATO schedules than was Blank, which may resu » »»£- 
itional slippage in meeting agreed goals. Kore important, he apparently 
is inclined to question the composition and numbers of the German forces 
under the agreed force goals, advocating emphasis on new weapons, in 
SartLSarf atomic weapons, and apparently leaning to 300 000 rather than 
sSS.000 men. He may be expected to be more independent of the Chancellor 
than Blank was in the conduct of his Ministry, as he was m atomc af fairs 
and also probably more effective. However, it as probably too early to 
forecast how his views will develop once he has fully assumed the responsi- 
£5itt« of his new office. It is reported that the Chancellor has received 
Strauss' written assurance that he will carry out the Chancellor's policy 
of a 500,000 man army. The next six months may disclose the trend or 
German planning from statements which they may make to NATO, from the 
pattern of their equipment purchaees, and from tne way in which they 
handle the training of men brought into the forces. 

The form of the German defense contribution is of primary im portance 
to the future course of NATO and to the defensive posture of the Western 
Powers; but it is clear that in Germany this question is increasingly 
becoming involved with domestic political issues. Even though the 
election will not be held until September 1957, the campaign is jj^ 
under way and is dominating ail other considerations. We have be on active 
in urrinr the German Government to fulfill its original buildup plans and 
we SSSS continuHo exert our influence in NATO and elsewhere as appro- 
priate to this end. 
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of the election? P continue to carry ue boyond tho difficult period 
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